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From the Aboriginal Reference Group Chairman
I live in Gilgandra and involve myself
with my community to help promote
my culture.
I am a Weilwan man with association
to Wiradjuri through my father. I
have been Chair for just over two
years currently in my second term.
As the ARG chair I believe we have
been more informed and our aim
is to look after our culture and
heritage.
I feel water is our big issues a key for
the survival of our Culture.
I believe in our future we need to
mentor our youth to be more
involved in maintaining our
culture.

Learn more about...
•
•
•
•
•

The ARG intend to target youth with
the recruitment of current vacancies.
I believe that youth are important
because they are our future. We can
lay the foundations today but our
youth need to lead our future.
We welcome interest from our youth
across the Central West Catchment
– if you need more information
contact your local rep or Joedie at
the CMA.
We can’t lead change without
tomorrow’s leaders.

Neville Merritt
Chairman
Aboriginal Reference Group
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From the Central West CMA General Manager
I’d like to take this opportunity to
welcome you all to the first newsletter
of the Central West CMA Aboriginal
Reference Group (ARG).
You might be wondering why you have
another newsletter to read. You might
also want to know more about the ARG.
The answers to these questions and
much more are inside, and I encourage
you to read the rest of the newsletter.
I think it is a great initiative which will
help us all share information about the
work of the Central West ARG and
communities across the Central West
Catchment.
The Central West Catchment
Management Authority (CMA) has
always had a strong commitment to
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage.
Very early on in the life of the CMA,
we developed an agreement with
Aboriginal people across the Central
West that outlined the appropriate
protocol for involving people in the work
of the CMA. The implementation of
this agreement, and the establishment
of the ARG, was one of the first major
achievements of the CMA.
Since that time, the ARG has played an
important part in the operation of the
CMA, and in particular to the delivery
of our Cultural Heritage programs. The
ARG has been a strong advocate for the
needs of Aboriginal people and making
sure that the CMA addresses Cultural
Heritage matters appropriately.
Of course, that doesn’t mean the CMA
always gets things right, but when we
make mistakes, we fix them.
We support the ARG with staff and
financial resources and have programs to

support Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and
Aboriginal communities. These include
a comprehensive traineeship program
with nearly 10% of the CMA’s staff and
contractors employed being Aboriginal
people. There are also Cultural Heritage
grants which have delivered some great
outcomes over the years. In addition, the
majority of the CMA’s incentive grants
include Cultural Heritage consideration
in the project management. We also
provide sponsorship of selected activities
across the Catchment.
The partnership with the CMA and the
ARG has achieved a great deal in the
seven years since it was established.
There is still a long way to go and I look
forward to working with you on this
journey.

Tim Ferraro
General Manager
Central West CMA

Youth Empowerment
Program: Expression
of Interest open in
early November
This program is focused
mainly on engaging Aboriginal
youth in natural resource
management.
The idea is to raise selfesteem of young people by
acquainting them with the
landscape; pass on Indigenous
culture and leadership skills;
show the importance of the environment; and engaging participants with existing
community organisations.
Please visit www.cw.cma.nsw.gov.au or contact Liz Davis (6840 7808 or
liz.davis@cma.nsw.gov.au).

Recognition of Indigenous
Geographical Names within
NSW
The State Government of NSW
recognises that reconciliation with
Indigenous Australians is fundamental.
The Geographical Names Board of
NSW has therefore developed and
implemented a system which will
recognise and distinguish the duality of
names given to features after 1770 and
traditional Aboriginal names.
Dual Naming recognises the historical
and continuing relationship between
Aboriginal people and the land and
sea.
It allows the expression and
acknowledgment of this relationship
through the use of indigenous place
names for geographical features of
cultural and spiritual significance.
The Geographical Names Board of
NSW believes that the Dual Naming
policy is a major step forward in the
recognition and protection of these
Indigenous names.
Dual naming recognises that both
European and indigenous names reflect
the history, culture and identity of New
South Wales.
It acknowledges both the historical and
the continuing link between Aboriginal
people and the land and the sea.
This dual naming policy allows the
Geographical Names Board of New
South Wales to register Aboriginal
names for already named geographical
features in New South Wales.
Dual naming does not apply to
infrastructure such as roads, bridges
and other built features nor does it
apply to geographic areas such as
suburbs, localities and reserves.
The dual naming process is used for
naming physical and environmental
features when an official name already
exists. Importantly, the Geographical
Names Board of NSW has established
a voluntary policy and a process to
ensure that the dual naming process
is workable, culturally appropriate and
cost effective.
The longer we wait, the less names
there will be.
For more information email
kevin.richards@lands.nsw.gov.au or
visit www.gnb.nsw.gov.au.

Catchment Month Aboriginal Community Activities
Throughout the month of September,
the Central West CMA and the
Aboriginal Reference Group have
supported community activities within
the Catchment.
Narromine Cultural Day was held on
the 16th September. The Narromine
community supported the event with
performances from the preschool and
primary school children. Around 150200 people attended and all enjoyed
the BBQ, jumping castle and face
painting. Well done Sam and Midnight.
Bathurst NAIDOC Day was held
on the 17th September. Numerous
community organisations and agencies
supported the event with Taronga
Zoo staff the highlight of the day
with their entertainment and wild
animals. Massive jumping castles and
face and hat painting enjoyed by the
kids. Celebrated with a BBQ to bring
community together with over 500
attending the event. Well done Shirley
Scott.
Red Ochre Festival was held on the
18th September. The ARG sponsored
this event. The event displayed
numerous cultures over a number of
days with numerous highlights. The
spectacular Matty Shields from Walgett
again showed of his talent and the
crowd were invited to share their
vocals with the community. This was
an excellent day to be involved in with
over 1000 people attending.
Nyngan NAIDOC Day was held
on the 21st September. The day
was attended by Nyngan school
children and numerous agencies and
organisations supported the day. The
highlights included the Johnny cake
making and face painting, topped off
by all the school kids gathering on the
oval to form the Aboriginal Flag. There
was attendance of roughly 300. Thank
you for community who supported
and helped out. Well done to Lesly &
Tommy Ryan.

Students forming the Aboriginal flag at the
Nyngan NAIDOC day

Warren Beemunnell Walk and
Ancestral Burial was held on the
22nd September. The day was delivered
in partnership by Central West CMA
and ARG along with National Parks
and Wildlife and the Country Culture
and Heritage division of the Office of
Environment and Heritage. Over 200
community members attended the
day. Families planted trees to recognise
and remember the families that once
lived at the Beemunnell. The kids
tried to catch yabbies, helped out by
a community elder and we all came
together to enjoy a BBQ. A big thanks
to community members and Barb and
Ray from the Nyngan CMA office for
their help. Well done Barb Powell for
organising the event.
Gilgandra ‘The Pines’ Cultural Day
was held on the 24th September.
The day was delivered in partnership
by Uambie, the Gilgandra LALC, the
CMA and the ARG. It was a great day
with many highlights, including the
dancers, tractor train, face painting,
jumping castle, the beautiful food and
wonderful people. This day brought
together a strong community with
roughly 150 people attending. Well
done Neville Merritt and Raymond
Thompson.

Neville Merritt talks at ‘The Pines’ cultural
day

Orange Cultural Display was held
on the 24th September. The day
went well with approximately 30-40
people attending and sharing in the
experience. Nathan Peckham displayed
his art work and received great
feedback. The feedback overall was
that everyone enjoyed the display. Well
done James Williams for organising the
event.

Featured artist: Joedie Davis
Country: Biripi artist living in
the Central West
Totem: Shark (Goiwee)

The painting on page one represents
the creation of the brolga. The brolga
once inhabited 70% of NSW when
our wetlands and water ways were
healthy. We need to work together to
look after our cultural values.
I was taught from my Grandmother
the stories in the sand the bed-time
stories and the passion she had for
anything art, we painted, we printed,
made ceramics, anything she could
enrol in she would. I would pretend
to be sick on the days she had TAFE
so I could go with her and the teacher
always let me join in. I love the
memory, we always finished the day
with an icecream cone.
I lost my nana two years ago but
remember her every time I paint. I
have been a professional artist doing
illustrations, with royalties, exhibitions
etc since I was 19 years old. Now at
37 I find my self using my art as a
balance between my beliefs in culture
and the political world we live in,
everything is always changing.
My dream is that one day my art will
be my job. Other works can be viewed
at www.yessy.com - search Joedie
Davis.

For more information on the
ARG, what we do, the latest
news on cultural heritage in
natural resource management,
or to add information to our
next newsletter, contact your
local ARG Rep or talk to Joedie
Davis Catchment Officer
(Aboriginal Communities) on
phone 6363 8603 or email
joedie.davis@cma.nsw.gov.au

Your local ARG Reps:
Mudgee
Dave Maynard
Jenny Williams
Wellington
Neville Brown
Violet Carr
Bathurst
Shirley Scott
Warwick Peckham
Orange
James Williams
Chad Morgan
Dubbo
Coral Peckham
Gilgandra
Neville Merritt
Raymond Thompson
Quambone
Vacant male/female
Vacant Youth
Coonabarabran
Gale Watton
Vacant (male/ youth)
Warren
Barbara Powell
Vacant (male/ youth)
Nyngan
Lesly Ryan
Tommy Ryan

ARG Member Profile
Bathurst Representative: Shirley Scott
Shirley is a recognised as an Elder in the Bathurst
community. She loves her community and is very
involved. Shirley is currently Chair of the Local
Aboriginal Land Council (LALC), Deputy Chair of
the Working Party and on the police consultative
group.
“I have worked as an Aboriginal Client service
officer with corrective services for 21 years and I
have been a member of the ARG for our years,“
said Shirl.
“I love being a member because you get to have a
say about what happens in the environment
“Coming together with Kooris to talk about what
they’re doing and the impacts of what we do
as a group means we can share knowledge and
bring good ideas and opportunities back to our
communities.
“I see value in sharing knowledge with the broader community to look after the land
better.
“With my role in the gaols, I enjoy supporting and maintaining contact with clients when
they go home. I help the men while they’re in custody by making sure they maintain
contact with their families and organising special events like NAIDOC in gaol and in my
community. I have always been actively involved in fighting for our mob and making sure
our people get a fair go.”
Shirley has been recognised three times as Aboriginal Woman of the Year in Bathurst and
also recognised as Community Person of the Year by the broader community of Bathurst.
“I would like to see our people in better quality housing. Also with getting more assistance
with employment and health and having less of our people in custody.
“I look forward to the day when we have a better quality of life, a long life, a good life,”
concludes Shirl.

Trangie
Vacant (male/ female)
Vacant (youth)
Dandaloo
Thomas Peckham
Joseph Peckham
Peak Hill
Frances Robinson
Coonamble
Gloria Fernando
Ray Fazldeen
Narromine
Paul Brydon
Vacant (female/ youth)

To find out more about the
Aboriginal Reference Group, and how
we are managing cultural heritage
and natural resources in Central West
NSW talk to your local ARG rep or
visit w w w. c w. c m a . ns w. g o v. au

Aboriginal Reference Group meeting - August 2011 in Peak Hill

